
September 2008
■	Students should review the Official Student 

Guide and take the Practice Test inside.
■	On www.collegeboard.com, students 

can create My Organizer, a free tool that will 
guide them through the PSAT/NMSQT pro-
cess and other College Board programs.

October 2008
■	PSAT/NMSQT test administration: 

Make sure your student eats breakfast and 
brings No. 2 pencils, a calculator, a watch 
(with alarms off), and his or her e-mail 
address to the test administration.

■	On test day, encourage your student to 
check “Yes” for Student Search Service on 
the PSAT/NMSQT answer sheet, so he or 
she will receive information from colleges, 
universities, and scholarship programs.

November 2008
■	Talk with your student about programs of 

study that interest him or her. Students 
in grade 11 should research colleges and 
universities. 

■	Visit www.collegeboard.com/parents 
to help your student search for scholarships 
and learn more about funding a college 
education.

Important Dates and Reminders

December 2008
■	Score reports are sent to schools in 

December. Remind your student 
to review the "Improve Your Skills" 
section and to register online at 
www.collegeboard.com/quickstart 
for his or her free personalized 
My College QuickStart.

■	Visit www.collegeboard.com/parents 
to access more information that will aid you 
in helping your student use his or her score 
report.

January 2009
■	�Encourage your student to use 

the free online resources at 
www.collegeboard.com/quickstart, 
including complete answer explanations for 
every test question, a personalized My SAT 
Study Plan, and MyRoad, an online career, 
major, and college exploration tool.

February 2009
■	Students in grade 11 should consider 

registering for the SAT this spring.

March 2009
■	Students should select four, preferably five, 

solid academic courses for next year. They 
should check with their counselor about 
potential participation in AP® courses. 

April 2009
■	�Check with counselors about college  

summer programs designed to introduce 
high school students to college courses.

May/June 2009
■	��Have your student request a summer  

reading list from his or her English  
teacher.
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PSAT/NMSQT Score Report 
The Score Report includes not only scores and itemized feedback on test questions, 
but also an “Improve Your Skills” section. For each section of the test—critical read-
ing, mathematics, and writing skills—students will receive personalized skills feedback 
based on their performance on the PSAT/NMSQT as well as suggestions for improve-
ment. The Score Report also shows whether students meet entry requirements for 
National Merit Scholarship Corporation competitions.
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You answe ed orr ctly 21 of 38 ma h  
que tions and arned 21 points  
  9 f 10  ti  
  10 f 18 i  ti  
  2 of 10 hard que tions 

You omi ted 6 ques i n(s)  
You answe ed inco rec ly 11 que tion(s) and 
lost 2 point(s)
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Cor ect Answ r( )

You answer d co rec ly 29 of 48 cr tical eading 
ques i ns a d ea ned 29 p ints  
  11 f 14  i  
  15 of 23 medium que tions 
  3 of 11 ard ques io s 

You om tted 1 ques io (s)  
You answer d incor ec ly 18 ques i n(   
l st 5 point( )

Y u an we ed cor ectly 16 of 39 w i ing sk ls  
qu stions and earned 16 points  
  4 of 11 easy que tions 
  9 f 19 di  i  
  3 of 9 ha d que tions 

Y u omi ted 0 que tion(s)  
Y u an we ed inc rre tly 23 que tion( ) a d 
lost 6 poin (s)

 i w ng our nsw rs  r fer to the ques ions in your t st book
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National Mer t
Scholarship Corporation

(NMSC) Programs

Passa e Based
Reading

Desc ipt on  n he com-
puter enginee ing major  
s uden s earn o design and 
deve op computer and com-
pute -re ated systems  These 
sys ems nc ude software 
sys ems  hardware sy tems  
and comb ned hardware soft
ware s  ents take 
cou    ces  
ma   ee -
ng   

Assoc   
Comput   sc ences  
ma hema ics  

Recommended High School 
Courses  Engl sh 4   p eco ege 
mathema ics 4  bio ogy 1  
 chemis ry 1  phy ics 1  social 
s udies 3–4  his ory 2–3  fo -
e gn anguage 2–4  mus c 5  
v sual ar s 5  and compu er 
sc ence 5–1

Determining an author’s pu pose 
or perspec ive

How o improve  Autho s w i e for a 
varie y of purposes  such as to inform  to 
explain  or to convince  When you ead  try 
to determine why he au hor wro e what he 
or she w ote

See ques ions 20  42  48
Understanding complex sentences

How o improve  Ask your Eng ish eacher 
to ecommend books hat are a bit mo e 
cha lenging than hose you’re used o 
 reading  Practice breaking the sentences 
down into their component parts o 
imp ove your comprehension  Learn how 
dependent clauses and ve b phrases func
tion in sentences
 See ques ions 5  33

Understanding sentences hat deal 
with scient fi c ideas

How o improve  Read magazine a ticles 
about scienti� c subjects to imp ove your 
comfort level in his area
 See ques ions 8  36

Dea   a y  as  
s a s s  a s  a  a s
  m ve  Practice solving problems 

hat involve basic probab lity  basic count
ing  and � ndin   ge (ari hmetic 
mean)  med    Look for cha ts 
and graphs   nd magazines  
and practic    data in them

See qu    19

U e s a  e me y a  
a e e e y

  m ve  Review geometry units 
in your extbook involving perimeter  area  
volume  circumfe ence  angles  lines  slope  
Fam liarize yourself with the fo mulas given 
at the beginning of ma h sections of he test  

See questions 7  11  13

Mak  e s am  
ma ema a  s
  m ve   Practice problems 

hat require combining ski ls acqui ed in 
 d fferent math courses  such as  problems 
hat use combina ions of a i hme ic  

 algebra  and geomet y
 See questions 7  11  15

Be  e se a  ea
  m ve  Learn to ecognize 

sen ence elemen s that a e ambiguous 
and confusing  In your writing  choose 
words carefu ly and connect them for clear 
meaning
 See ques ions 4  6  8

Re z  a  e s 
 se e es a  assa es

  m ve  Use the w iting process 
to help you evise your draft essays  Work 
with classmates and eachers o clar fy 
meaning in your writing
 See ques ions 8  28  29

If yo r Se ec ion ndex p aces 
you mong the 55 000 h gh 
scor rs who qua i y for p ogram 
recog i ion  ou wi l be not � ed 
next Sept mber

46    54 48   56 40    48

You sco ed higher than 55% of juniors You sco ed h    f juniors  ored higher than 33% of junio s
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